
 

 

 
Save the Date! 

ALA News 
Welcome back! We hope you all had a wonderful holiday break, 
and are ready to get back to school! 
Congratulations are in order for all of our Reflections Contest 
Winners. At the region level, we had many students receive awards.  
 
The following students were given Awards of Merit: 
Ryan Tolman – Photography                   Spencer Reeves – Literature       
Addie Malmberg - Film Production         Samantha Butler - 3D Art  
Cambria Krebs - Music Composition        Sam Leon – Dance       
 
The following students were given Awards of Excellence and are 
headed to the state competition: 
Kiki Bushman – Dance                    Kyle Oveson - Film Production 
Lucy Walker – Literature             Charlie Spendlove – Photography 
Dax Malan - 3D Art 
          
Best of luck at state!  
We are very proud of all who entered. 

No School 
January 15 

White Ribbon    
       Week 
January 22-26 

Science Fair 
January 26 

T A Y L O R  C A N Y O N     J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 8  

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Kimberly 
Lundgren, Taylor Canyon 
6th grade teacher, for being 
honored with Ogden School 
District's November 
Achieving Higher Award! She 
demonstrates excellence and 
dedication to graduation goals 
by working with students who 
need additional support and 
encouragement to be successful. 
Read her nomination below: 
"Kim Lundgren is an exemplary 
teacher to all students. Her class 
is 6th grade ALA, but she also 
teaches 5th graders, leads after 
school clubs and volunteers her 
time with her students to help the 
Kindergarteners learn to read. 
She spends her after school time 
running the different STEM Clubs 
and is a member on the AVID 
and Leadership teams. She is 
always a positive role model to 
her fellow teachers and offers 
support and guidance to enhance  
teacher growth.  
We are so 
lucky  
to have such a  
wonderful role  
model and  
cheerleader  
for all students." 

Advanced  Learning  Academy 
   

Dr. Martin     
Luther                  
King Jr. 

DIBELS 
TESTING 
January 19 
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First Grade News – Mrs. Eddy 
I cannot believe how quickly December came and went!  Welcome to 2018!!!!! 

The Christmas Play was exceptional! The students were working hard daily to get the lines, songs 
and dances memorized. They put the play on three times, once for the parents, once for the residents and 
then for the school.  Something to be proud of is that on the last performance we were missing 7 students. 
We quickly recast the parts and practiced and performed for the school and they were fantastic. The 1st 
and 2nd grade holiday program was a lot of fun as well!  It was great to see all the smiling faces there. 

The baskets the students made for the residents of Apple Village were darling! We made 84 baskets, 
treats and cheese puffs and the kids hand delivered them to the residents at the Apple Village after putting 
on the Christmas Play. It was great to see the students give the little gifts that they had made.   

The gingerbread house activity was fun and exciting for the students. Many creative houses were 
completed during that hour. I hope you were able to see their creations before the decorations 
disappeared.   

I want to thank the parents that worked hard and helped with the play, sewing the squares together 
to make boxes, putting together gingerbread houses and helping the students with decorating the houses. 
Your help helped make these things happen.   

The Snuggle up and read activity was lots of fun. We had blankets and books and spent time 
snuggled up and reading. 

We completed CIA 2 in both reading and math, took a pretest on the 108 high frequency words, 
and practiced reading for the DIBELS test that is in January. 

Thanks again for all the help! I hope you and your family had an excellent Christmas and New 
Year. 
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2nd Grade News – Miss Carter 

3rd Grade News – Mr. Bruckman 
 Time to CELEBRATE! Just before our Christmas break, all 3rd grade students took their second 
CIA assessment. The students did a wonderful job! In Language Arts, 20 out of 22 students scored at 
proficiency level and in Math, all 22 students scored at proficiency level! Well done students! Thanks to 
all parents for their support! 
 As we begin a new section of curriculum, there is a lot to learn! In Math we will be studying 
fractions as units divided into equal parts and representing them on number lines. We will also study 
time intervals to the minute and length measurements to the quarter inch. In Language Arts we will be 
connecting texts to see the relationship between main ideas or concepts and referring explicitly to the 
text to ask or answer questions. We will also compare and contrast similar texts. Students will develop 

their own opinions and be able to distinguish their opinion 
from that of the author.   
A special thanks to all students and parents that helped 
with our Penny War Fundraiser.  I appreciate the students’ 
efforts in helping those who struggle during this time of 
year. As a school, we were able to raise over $2,000! 
Because our class did so well, we celebrated with a donut 
party and a visit from TC! 

 

Our first grade class had the opportunity to attend The Nutcracker ballet 
held at the Egyptian Theater on December 12. We were able to see part of 
the 2nd act. Most of the students have not seen The Nutcracker so it was 
fun to take the students. They did a great job waiting for the ballet to 
start. We had to wait for about an hour in our seats.  
 
Christmas at the OK Corral was a huge success this year. We had a great 
time putting on the play for our parents, the residents of Apple Village, 
and the student body. A big thank you to the students and parents who 
helped make plastic canvas boxes for the residents of Apple Village. It was 
fun to take them a little treat.  
 
I’d like to give a big thank you to those of you who came to the school 
wide Christmas program. The 1st and 2nd grade students did a great job 
singing Rudolph, the Red Nosed Reindeer, The Dreidel Song, and I Want 
a Hippopotamus for Christmas.  
 
Congratulations to Neena Reyes who has finished all of ST Math and is 
now in the Challenge Section.   
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4th Grade News – Mrs. Shirts 
Welcome to 2018! We are looking forward to a fantastic 

new year! In December, we enjoyed seeing part of the Nutcracker 
Ballet at the Egyptian Theater. We loved singing with the choir, 
and had a fun Christmas Party with a Secret Santa gift exchange. 

In Math, our 4th Graders have mastered multiplication and division         
of large numbers. They are able to compute using several different methods, including with an 

abacus. Thanks to our amazing Mrs. Van Hook! They are ready to move on to 
FRACTIONS!  They are doing great, and are moving along quickly with their math 
skills. They did very well on our second Math CIA. Congrats to Carter Bodily who 
has finished the 4th Grade level of STMath! 

In Language Arts, we that we were able to increase our class average on 
our second CIA test, by over 5 percentage points. We have been studying various 
types of traditional literature such as; folk tales, fairy tales, tall tales, fables, 
myths, legends, etc. We read, wrote, made inferences and comparisons, etc. 
with all of these types of stories during the past month. We are now looking 

forward to focusing on the genre of fantasy. We will have some great book reports to 
share at the end of the month! 

In Science, we will soon be moving on to a project-based unit on the Ecosystems of Utah. We will be 
studying the plants, animals, insects, landforms, and climates found in the forests, deserts, and wetlands 
of Utah. Students will be creating dioramas and survival games associated with each of these 
ecosystems. We will also be preparing for the Science Fair that will be held on January 26th.  

Congratulations to Cael Wilkinson who will be performing at the 
District Storytelling Festival. We’re sure he will be amazing!  

5th/6th Grade News – 
Miss Lundgren 
 
We are so excited to come back in the new year, relaxed, 
reinvigorated, and ready to hit the ground running! In 
5th grade we are continuing our study on chemistry 
and the periodic table and how understanding atoms 
and molecules helps us explain how magnetism and 
electricity work and benefit our lives. In math we are 
working on applying and extending our fraction and 
algebra skills. 6th graders are also working on 
deepening our skills in algebra by writing inequality 
expressions and identifying and using parts of 
expressions. In science we are creating Bohr models of 
atoms and basic models of simple molecules.  
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Wow! It is hard to believe that 2017 has come to a close!  I am excited about the new things that all 
of my ALA students will be learning in 2018.  Here’s some information on what we have completed and 
what is yet to come.   

In 1st grade, we have completed our plant experiment and the students determined that plants 
definitely need sunlight and water to grow and thrive.  Fertilizer helps, but it is not as necessary as water, 
and is no substitute for water.  Next we will learn why that is so. We will then be going into detail about 
plant parts and their functions.  Our next Spanish unit will focus on cardinal numbers from 0 to 100.  

In second grade we started our Pumpkin Math unit with predictions, such as the pumpkin’s mass, 
circumference, number of ridges, and its ability to float.  Now, after cleaning out the seeds (thank you 
moms that helped), we will determine if there is any correlation between the number of seeds vs. various 
parameters such as the pumpkin’s mass, “orangeness”, circumference and number of ridges. 

5th Grade News – Mrs. Miller 

5th Grade:                                                                                                                                                                  
I hope you had a wonderful holiday season. We sure did and thank you for all the good wishes for 

my husband. He is doing well.   
This month we are going to be discussing the Constitution of the United States and memorizing the 

Preamble. We will be learning all about the different parts and what they represent for your country. 
Memorization must be passed off by the end of January.  

The History Fair is this month and those of you who signed up for it, your projects are due on the 
26th of the month. District Fair is not until February and it will give us some time to tweak things if we 
need to. 

You will be happy to know we have now almost finished our review of cursive and will be using it 
more regularly in the classroom. I am really proud of how hard all the students are working on this. 

We recently took our second district test in reading. I am so proud of how our children did. My 
class scored 86.4% as an average.  The district percentage was 59%, Way to go class! 
 
6th Grade: 

We are starting our unit on Ancient Greece. This is one of the highlights of the year. We will be 
having a wax museum of Greek Gods, monsters, and heroes. The students will be building trading cards 
about the different historical and mythological figures of Greece. We will also be making Greek Triremes 
and discuss the epic battles. 

The History Fair is this month and those of you who signed up for it, your projects are due on the 
26th of the month. District Fair is not until February and it will give us some time to tweak things if we 
need to. 

In Language, (grammar and conventions) most of the students are working above grade level. They 
are able to make citations, quote articles, use proper punctuation and spell correctly. I am really proud of 
the progress they have made. 

We too recently took our second district test in reading. I am very proud of how the students did 
and such a rigorous test. We got 77.6% average on the test. The district percentage was 51%. These tests 
inform us as teachers what more we need to teach. We are making great progress. Yeah 6th grade! 

Enrichment – Mrs. Van Hook 
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We are also going to squeeze in the “Where in the World?” race around the world game.  These 
kids are 2nd grade geography experts; they have learned SO much! 

Third graders completed their learning of number-gender 
agreement in Spanish, as well as the ins and outs of how to use an 
English-Spanish dictionary.  Students will next be taking an in-depth 
pretest on the Moon.  With the information that is revealed there, we 
will proceed to focus our attention on studying the Moon, including its 
phases, eclipses, the size of and gravity on the moon, and humans’ 
quest to land on the moon. 

After having learned how to do division on the abacus (and thus 
enhancing their division abilities), fourth graders participated in and just 
completed their abacus competition.  It was a great success resulting in 
crowning our first, second and third place winners: Sydney Pearson - 
1st place, Olivia Girardo - 2nd place, and Avery Nixon - 3rd place.  
Both Carter Bodily and Kolt Bremser ended up being their table 
champions.  It was great fun, and the students are great abacists! 
Next, we will be studying global winds, extreme weather (hurricanes) and 
building levees that hopefully cannot be breached.  The construction of levees 
will be the culmination of our study of Hurricane Katrina. 

Fifth graders have finally completed their Spanish Fashion Show narratives.  This has 
taken a while due to the fact that this is a very complicated assignment 
and the students have wanted to perfect their narratives.  The students 
also learned and sang a song in Spanish, “Juanito”, where they 
reviewed the names of body parts in Spanish. They have also completed 
assignments that reinforce their vocabulary on the body.  Fashion show 
is first on the agenda in January. 

Students in 6th grade completed a study of Galileo, and the 
majority of the students decided he was brave even though he renounced 
his scientific findings that the Earth revolves around the sun. They 
decided this, because he continued his research after he had been accused 
and found guilty of being a heretic.  Sixth graders have reviewed subject 
pronouns in Spanish, in preparation for starting verb conjugation.  It 
takes some getting used to learning the difference between familiar and 
polite in the second person!  The students have already started 
conjugating -ar ending, present tense, regular verbs. Students also made 
Mexican hot chocolate from scratch and from “Abuelita” tablets. The 
majority of the tastier hot chocolate votes went to “Abuelita”.  Students also received a 
molinillo to take home with a recipe and instructions on the “Bate, Bate Chocolate” song which 
they say as they stir the chocolate.  Next on the docket is conjugation of more verbs, with 
different endings. 

Students in grades 1-5 were given the opportunity to participate in “Hour of Code” 
through the coding of robotic mice to get through a maze. Since students are quickly drawn to 
STEM activities, this was a very enjoyable experience. 


