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Save the Date! 

the 

Advanced Learning Academy 

   Thank you to all those parents, students, and 
teachers that helped to make our ALA Open House 
a great success!  The ALA mini choir and 
slideshow were such a wonderful addition to our 
evening, and we had a great turnout. 
     We hope you’ll join us for Taylor Canyon’s Math 
Night on March 8th. Parents and students will be 
able to learn more about AVID. They will also be 
able to play math games, and then take them home 
to play for math practice, and dinner will be served! 
More information will be sent home very soon. 
  
 

Spring Picture 
Day 
March 13 

SAGE Testing 
Begins 
March 29 
 More information 

to come.  

Parent/Student
Math Night 
March 8th  5:00 

ALA News 

ALA Testing 
March 22nd & 23rd.  

 
Testing for future ALA 
students will be held  

March 22nd & 23rd , 
from 7:30 – 10:15. 

 

School will 
begin at 10:30, 
both days, for 
current ALA 

students. 
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 1st Grade News – Mrs. Eddy 

2nd Grade News – Miss Carter 

I can’t believe how quickly February flew by.  
Thanks to the parents who have been 
helping in the classroom with centers and 
reading fluency. I appreciate all of your 
help. Thanks also to the parents that came 
to parent teacher conferences to see the 
great achievement your children are making 
this year.   
I hope you had fun with the ski jumping 
project. In March the students will be 
constructing a log that frogs can sit on 
without falling off into the water. More 
information will be coming home about this 
shortly.   
 

A big thank you to Sunni Wilkinson 
who came and talked to the class 
about poetry.  The class loves 
when they get to see a teaching 
face other than mine.  Mrs. 
Wilkinson, read the poem, SARAH 
CYNTHIA SYLVIA STOUT 
WOULD NOT TAKE THE 
GARBAGE OUT, by Shel 
Silverstein.  After the students 
were able to draw pictures of some 
of the items that were left in the 
garbage a bit too long. 
 
The class Valentine's Day party 
was a great success.  Thanks to 
Jami Tolman, Kacey Holmstead, 
Margaret Pearson and Brooke 
Malan for helping out with our 
party. Valentine's Day is one of our 
students’ favorite days of the year. 
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3rd Grade News –  
Mr. Bruckman 

4th Grade News –  
Mrs. Shirts 

 
    Biography was our literary genre for 
February. Each of the 4th graders chose the 
biography of a famous person to read. After 
reading them, they did additional research 
and wrote research papers about their 
person. Our culminating activity was our “Wax 
Museum”. Students got to create a backdrop 
about their person, and then dress up like 
them. Other students and parents got to press 
their “button” and hear a short speech about 
each of these famous people. The 4th graders 
were amazing! I was very proud of them. 
Thank you to all who attended.   
     In Science, we’ve been learning about the 
three main Utah Biomes; forests, wetlands, 
and deserts. We’ve been studying the plants 
and animals that are commonly found in each 
of these environments. We can differentiate 
between different types of mammals, reptiles, 
amphibians, birds, fish, and insects. We were 
able to attend Astrocamp this month, where  
we were able to review the Water Cycle, 
Weather, Utah Plants & Animals, and play fun 
games on these topics.  
     In Math, we are just finishing up our unit 
on fractions and decimals. Next month, we 
will be moving on to measurement and 
geometry. Our genre will be Science Fiction in 
Language Arts, and in Science, we will be 
learning about rocks, minerals, and fossils.  
     It was a pleasure meeting with so many of 
you at our Parent Teacher Conferences. 

      Busy times, they are a coming! I just 
wanted to give all of the parents a heads-up 
about three upcoming events in the month 
of March. We will first have a Family Math 
Night on the 8th of March. Not only will this 
be a fun evening with the family, but you will 
go home with a complete math game that 
you can play with your whole family! Please 
make sure to put this on your calendar. 
     On March 22nd and 23rd, all ALA 
students will be starting school late. Due to 
testing for future ALA students, all ALA 
students will begin school at 10:30 
am. Even though we will be starting late, we 
will still have plenty to do as we prepare for 
end-of-level testing. 
     Last of all, we will be having our 3rd 
grade science fair entitled S.E.A.G.L.E. It 
will be held on March 29th from 5:30-6:30 
pm in the Taylor Canyon Elementary 
Library. Students will have their Star 
Explorer reports on display and certain 
students will be making presentation to the 
Galactic Leaders. This will be a fun evening 
of science and a culmination of a great deal 
of work from your students. If your students 
has not started their report, please 
encourage them to get reading and 
researching. All materials are on 
Readworks. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact me. Thank you! 
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5th/6th Grade News – Miss Lundgren 

 Grade News 5th Grade - We are wrapping up our unit on fractions 
and will begin working our geometry principles. In 
science we are about to finish up building our electric 
houses and we are beginning our investigations on 
Earth's Crust and how the Earth is constantly 
recycling itself. I am excited to do some exploratory 
hands on labs with the class! We also just had our 
field trip to Weber State where we got see a college 
campus and learned about some goals we can set to 
make sure we are college bound. 
 

6th Grade - In math we just wrapped up our unit 
on ratios, rates, and percent of numbers. We will 
be starting our study on geometry and statistical 
analysis. In science we are learning about what 
makes our weather by studying fronts, pressure 
systems, and forecasting. We will continue to 
study weather an climate by looking at how the 
Coriolis Effect and Hadley Cells impact climate 
around the world.  

   This month has been so full of exciting things. We finished both our 5th and 6th-grade 
unit on Equal Rights and had Loki Mulholland come and speak to us on the 5th. It has 
been gratifying watching the kids write their essays about their feeling of equality. In fifth 
grade, we are starting our History simulation of the Oregon Trail. They are earning points 
through classroom dojo to make their way to Independence Missouri. There they will pick 
up a wagon and supplies and start their trip. Every day we will roll dice to see what will 
happen on the trail. We will also be using our stem abilities to be building things that are 
needed on the trail.  
    Many of you may have already heard that I leveled the students in reading. I became 
very aware that the books they were reading were not challenging enough. So we have 
the goal to read more complex materials this next while. This does not mean I don't want 
them to do enjoyment reading also. Our goal is to have 4 challenging books read in the 
next eight weeks. There are many studies that have been done that as children increase 
their level of difficulty in reading their writing and vocabulary increase also. 
    In sixth grade, we are preparing for our Chinese Festival. On March 5th, we will be 
hosting our festival for the second grade and look forward to sharing our knowledge with 
them. We have been studying the history and geography of Ancient China and learning 
how to take notes from content material at the same time. The students have been 
learning how to take notes three different ways and they are becoming quite adept at this 
skill. We too are working on raising our abilities in reading, by reading non-fictional text. 
Our goal is a to have a strong foundation for Junior HIgh. 
 

5th/6th Grade News – Mrs. Miller 

 Grade News 
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Enrichment – Mrs. Van Hook 

21

All ALA students in grades 1-6 earned the mid-year, positive behavior reward 
party, something for which they have all been striving for 1/2 year.  We celebrated 
with tortilla chips, salsa and several varieties of nacho cheese.  For the last half of 
the year, students will be striving for excellence in behavior and academics.  A 
thousand points earned in each class will be rewarded with my annual Sopapilla 
Party at school year's end.   
 
First graders are working on creating a graph with the data gathered from a 
homework assignment, and then they will analyze the graph.  We ground up some 
wheat kernels to make wheat flour and enjoyed some freshly baked bread with 
raspberry and strawberry jam.  Students were able to sample different edible 
seeds, some that some students had never sampled before.  Plants are amazing! 
 
Second graders are still working on creating graphs that allow them to analyze for 
correlation.  This class is really proud of their newfound confidence in their ability to 
translate a page of Spanish text into English, with some help from a few hint words. 
 
Third grade students having returned their moon phase calendar trackers. They 
are learning, through precise drawing, just exactly why it is we experience the 
moon's different phases.  Use of Cornell notes helped them to solidify, in their 
minds, different types of movement of those space orbs most important to us. 
 
Fourth graders have nearly completed their hurricane station investigations.  Soon 
they will face the challenge of building levees that cannot be breached or 
overtopped.  They're still waiting for a warmer, windy day to test their weather 
instruments. They're looking forward to doing weather forecasts in Spanish. 
 
Fifth grade students have learned the function of the Triboelectric Series in static 
electricity.  After completion of some experiments, they will have a little fun with 
some static electricity races.  Hoppin' glitter and cereal! 
 
Sixth graders' bridges are 1/2 complete.  Soon bridge parts will be pulled together 
to completion. Students paused mid building to be tested on the Spanish verb 
conjugation process. Some students have expressed interest in joining the 6th 
grade STEM Olympiad Bridge Building competition.  Building 
starts the week of February 26th in Mrs. Van Hook's room.  
 


