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ADVANCED LEARNING ACADEMY 
LEARNLEARNIUpcoming Events 

 

ALA News 
Thank you for all of your support in the Box 
Top collection, and the Penny Wars. Both 
events were a great success. 

Our ALA Christmas performances will be held 
on December 13. 1st and 2nd graders will be 
performing their play. They will be wearing 
their costumes. The 3rd – 6th Grade choir will 
need to wear their “Choir Clothes”. White 
button-up collared shirt, black pants, black 
socks, black shoes. If you need help with this, 
please contact Jami Tolman.  

May you all enjoy a wonderful holiday season. 

I was born in Idaho Falls, Idaho and have had the good fortune to have lived in 
many places while growing up, due to my father’s engineering career: from coast to 
coast in the United States, as well as Madrid, Spain. I graduated from a little town’s 
high school in Landisville, PA, and then the University of Utah with a B.S. in 
Psychology and a Masters degree in Medical Biophysics and Computing.  I later 
earned my teaching credentials from Utah State University. I have also earned my 
ESL Endorsement and my Gifted and Talented Endorsement.  I was formerly a 
software engineer with 3M Health Information Systems for eight years. I have 
taught high school at Ogden High and have been teaching in the ALA program for 
a total of 13 years.   
 

I am married and have three grown sons and three daughters-in-law. All three of 
my sons were students in ALA.  I also have three grandsons and two 
granddaughters. Such fun, these five are!  My husband and all three of my sons are 
graduates of the U of U, also with advanced degrees. So now you can better 
understand my devotion to the U! 

Teacher Spotlight – Mrs. Van Hook 
 

Dec 13  

   6:00   1st & 2nd Grade Play        

   6:45   3rd – 6th Choir Concert 

Dec 18  Taylor Canyon  

          Christmas Program  

Dec 20   Minimum Day    
(school dismissed 12:50) 

Dec 21 – Jan 1  Winter Break 
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       1st Grade News – Mrs. Eddy 

(Mrs. Van Hook Continued) 
On a personal note, I enjoy spending time with my family, reading, gardening, 
needlework, paper crafting, studying the heavens (I am a member of the Ogden 
Astronomical Society), discussing politics, sports and music.  
 

I have the unique opportunity in ALA of being the only teacher that teaches each 
student for all the years he/she is in ALA. I love this aspect of my job, because it 
affords me the chance to see how much each child grows and                                     
matures, in personality as well as in academics over the years.                                           
It is very rewarding. I truly love all of the students! 
 

 

I can’t believe it is December already.  Our November was                                             
packed with lots of learning.  We worked on subtraction, fact                                          
families and missing addends in math.  In reading we worked                                          
with long vowel sounds and close reading.  We have been                                        
practicing reading for the Dibel’s test that is in January.  I                                                  
hope your student is practicing retelling the stories that they                                              
are reading at home using the stems – This story is about                                            
_______, First, Next, Then, and Last.  This will also help them with the Dibel’s test in 
January.  We also had a fieldtrip to the Ogden Nature Center. I think all of the students 
enjoyed this fieldtrip and learned about living off the land.  The teepee was a hit with 
all of the students, and they even got to try journey cakes around a fire.  Thanks to the 
parents that helped out on this fieldtrip. 

We have worked extremely hard on our Christmas Play that is on December 13th at 6:00 
p.m.  We will also be performing the Christmas Play for Apple Village Care Center on 
Dec. 14th, and for the school on Dec. 18th during the school day. Taylor Canyon also has 
a scheduled holiday program that is school-wide on the night of Dec. 18th.  We will be 
singing three songs with all the 1st and 2nd grade classes.  Mrs. Rhodes will be 
accompanying us for the program.   I hope you are able to attend the school program 
and listen to the students singing the holiday songs.  More information will be coming 
home on this program. 

The students have worked hard on making the boxes to share at the care center.  I 
would like to thank those parents that have helped us complete these boxes and helped 
the students making the squares for the boxes. I am proud of how hard the students 
are working on this service project. This is part of the service project that is for 
November and December.  The second part is having your child do a service for 
someone at home. I truly enjoy teaching all the students in our class, and wish you the 
best this holiday season. 
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2nd Grade News - Miss Carter 
Our class had a great time at the Nature Center.  We learned about the indigenous 
people of Utah.  We were able to see how they lived and how they took care of their 
families.  The students were able to grind corn for the corn bread.  The students also 
sampled corn bread that was somewhat similar to the food the first people of Utah 
ate.   

Hogle Zoo came to our classroom to give a presentation on animal habitats.  We 
learned that animals need four things to survive.  They are food, water, shelter, and 
space. The class was able to some hands on experiments learning about habitats. It 
was fun to have our presenter share some of the animals with the class. They were 
able to pet the snake and get a close up look at the bird. It was a fun adventure. 
 
We have been busy making little plastic canvas boxes for the residents of Apple 
Village.  We will take them with us when we put on our play for the residents.  It has 
been a fun service project to work on this year.  
 
I appreciate all that you do to help your child be successful.  I have a great group of 
students I get to work with everyday.  
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3rd Grade News - Mr. Bruckman 
Can you believe December is here? 3rd grade is working feverishly to not only learn 
multiplication, division and many language arts skills, but also festive songs for the 
holidays. One unique song that the 3rd grade is learning is Jolly Old Saint Nicholas. 
Unique? How is that unique you ask? We are learning it in Spanish! The students 
are working hard to learn the proper pronunciation of the words and to memorize 
them. You may hear them saying strange sounding things around the house; it’s 
okay. They are just practicing. 

With the potential of the weather changing from day to day, it is important to 
remember proper clothing for outdoor fun. As a class, we have spent many recesses 
outside playing together and would like to continue to do that even during the 
winter months. Tools for playing and building in the snow will be provided so that 
the students can create and work together in a fun, collaborative way. Proper 
clothing would help provide a warm, comfortable atmosphere in which to enjoy the 
activities. 

Thank you for all of your support thus far! During this month we will be working 
on understanding the Ogden area and all that it has to offer. We will be learning 
map skills and locating important icons in our city. As we approach the making of 
salt dough maps, if you are able to assist, please let me know and we can schedule a 
specific time. This will most likely occur in the second week of December. Please 
feel free to email me or talk to me after school. Have a wonderful and festive 
holiday season! 

  

Congratulations to Mr. Bruckman’s class for winning the 
Penny War! 
        2nd Place Winner – Mrs. Miller’s Class 

        3rd Place Winner – Mrs. Shirts’ Class 

Thank you for all of your donations.        

Many Taylor Canyon families will be helped  

during this holiday season, because of your  

kindness and generosity. 
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4th Grade News – Mrs. Shirts 
Who doesn’t love a great mystery? Our genre for November has been Mysteries. 
The 4th Graders have been learning about the parts of a good mystery, and have 
been reading, writing, and solving mysteries of all kinds. We will soon have some 
fantastic mystery stories to share! Our genre for December is going to be Traditional 
Literature. We will be taking a closer look at folk tales, fairy tales, tall tales, myths, 
legends, and fables. 
 

In Math, we have been working on mastering multiplication of large numbers using 
various methods. Many of us love the Lattice Method! We’ve used our top-notch 
multiplication skills to plan some pretty amazing “resorts” all around the world. We 
have also been learning to use the divisibility rules, and are preparing for a big 
jump into the world of long division. 
 

Just this week, our class and the 5th Graders took a fieldtrip to the Union Station for 
the “We Dig History” project. The students became junior archaeologists. They dug 
up artifacts and did research on six groups of people who helped with the railroad, 
and made a great impact on the city of Ogden. We also learned about the 
Transcontinental Railroad, the Pullman Porters, and about the history of the 
railroad in Ogden City. It was a great learning experience, and a lot of fun. 
 

In Science, we have been learning about weather and forecasting. We made daily 
weather observations, comparing the conditions in Ogden to other cities around the 
world. Each of the students also created a PowerPoint to use in presenting a 
weather forecast. These included:  current weather conditions, tomorrow’s forecast, 
a seven day forecast, and safety tips for an extreme weather event, of their choice.  
Just a heads up…All 4th Graders will be required to participate in the upcoming 
Science Fair. Please watch for more information.  
        

                                                                                             Happy Holidays!                                                                                      
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5th Grade News 

Mrs. Miller –  
This past November has been so 
busy. We are heavily involved in 
writing opinion essays and learning 
how to revise and edit out work. The 
students are learning how to form 
paragraphs and add persuasion to 
their opinions. We have some very 
good writers. It is such a pleasure to 
see them grow. 
We are also involved in learning 
about the Revolutionary War. They 
are learning what taxation without 
representation means and how 
different common Americans like 
Abigail and Samuel Adams stepped 
up to stand for what they believed 
in. There is a very informative show 
on YouTube called Liberty’s Kids 
that I encourage them to watch. 

We have been earning our way 
through the planets. Each planet is 
worth so much classroom cash. Cash 
is earned by positive behavior and 
excellent grades. We will be having 
an out of orbit party at the first of the 
year to celebrate all the positive 
choices. 

In the spirit of the season, may I say, 
how grateful I am for your boys and 
girls. I look forward to coming to 
work each day. They truly give me 
hope for the future of our country. 
Thank you parents. 

Miss Lundgren – 
We had some messy fun making elephant 
toothpaste as finish wrapping up our unit 
on physical and chemical changes and 
beginning our unit on magnetism and 
electricity. In math we are progressing 
smoothly into our unit on fractions.  
 

      
5th/6th 
We recently competed in our first of three 
STEM League competitions where were 
worked on programing Sphero robots. 5th 
grade worked on mapping a route around 
Utah while 6th grade navigated their way 
through the solar system.  
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           6th Grade News - Miss Lundgren 
We wrapped up our unit on space by making  
a scale model of the distances between the  
stars in some of our prominent constellations  
and we are beginning our studies on matter  
and energy transfer. In math we are progress 
ing into our unit on inequalities and algebraic 
expressions.  
 
 
 

                 6th Grade News - Mrs. Miller  
This past November has been so busy. We are heavily involved in writing opinion 
essays and learning how to revise and edit out work. The students are learning how 
to form paragraphs and add persuasion to their opinions. We have some very good 
writers. It is such a pleasure to see them grow. 

We are also involved in learning about the Revolutionary War. They are learning 
what taxation without representation means and how different common Americans 
like Abigail and Samuel Adams stepped up to stand for what they believed in. 
There is a very informative show on YouTube called Liberty’s Kids that I encourage 
them to watch. 

We have been earning our way through the planets. Each planet is worth so much 
classroom cash. Cash is earned by positive behavior and excellent grades. We will 
be having an out of orbit party at the first of the year to celebrate all the positive 
choices. 

  In the spirit of the season, may I say, how grateful I am for your boys and girls. I 

5th and 6th Grade Students are given a choice of either doing a History or Science Fair 
Project.  Fair projects are due January 26th.  

 History Fair - A great beginning is starting at https://www.nhd.org/affiliate/utah for 
history fair projects. There is a tab that says students and will lead them to help them 
with the formulation of their project.  Elementary students can choose to do a historical 
paper, website, play or display for their projects. Answers to many questions can be 
found at the above website. This year’s theme is Conflict and Compromise in History. 
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We are winding down our Garden Club for the fall season; we will start it up again in the 
spring.  I would like to congratulate the Garden Club students on their hard work this fall 
season. I thoroughly enjoy working with them outside in the school’s gardens. After the first of 
the new year, I will be holding a Movie Making Club for 5th and 6th grade students after 
school.  I’ll keep you posted on exact dates and times.  
 

In 1st grade, we are watching our bean plants grow as we witness some surprises, especially 
with the plants that receive no sunlight.  We predicted what would happen to bean plants that 
were lacking one of three necessities (water, sunlight, and fertilizer), and we are comparing 
them to bean plants that have all three necessities provided.  We are also making models of 
oxygen and carbon dioxide molecules to show what animals and plants need and give.   
 

Second graders have become atlas experts and have recently enjoyed finding the longitude and 
latitude measurements of different places on Earth. It is now time for our “Where in the 
World?” game to begin. I will be contacting those parents that volunteered to help with our 
pumpkin math unit soon, so we can move forward with our mathematical analysis of pumpkins 
and their seeds.  
 

In 3rd grade, we have discovered that dark colors absorb the sun’s infrared energy more readily 
than lighter colors. We have completed the construction of our solar ovens, even though we 
won’t be cooking with them until the spring. It was a good test in their abilities to follow a step-
by-step construction process.  Our Spanish study involves vocabulary of animals and 
conversation that is focused on that vocabulary. 
 

4th graders are about to learn how to divide on the abacus.  We will be having our abacus 
competition soon after learning division.  The students are pretty excited about the competition. 
Also we have mastered our understanding of the Spanish definite article, “the”, and the 
indefinite articles “a/an” and “some”.  
 

5th graders are now practicing their pronunciation in preparation for our Spanish Fashion 
Show. They are also working on memorizing the body vocabulary in Spanish and writing 
sentences using that vocabulary.   
 

With awe, 6th graders learned just how it is possible that NASA can launch vehicles into space 
with the intention of keeping the vehicle in one spot in space at one of five Lagrange Points.  We 
have learned all about the James Webb Space Telescope: what kind of telescope it is, when it 
will be launched, from where it will be launched, how the full deployment of the telescope 
happens and how long the deployment takes- almost 30 days! We have also just begun a study 
of the life, times and discoveries of Galileo Galilei. 
 

I would like to wish all of my students and their families a very, happy holiday season!  May 
your reason for celebration bring you all joy and inner peace.   

 

 

Enrichment News – Mrs. Van Hook 
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